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but elusive actress who can be considered an impor-
tant icon of mid-twentieth century film history.

EB

VERMA, Surendra
The little book of scientific principles, 
theories & things.- New Holland, 2005.

Small in size, this has a bit of a gift-book or novelty 
appearance, but it is a useful little book.  In it, Verma 
‘introduces more than 175 laws, principles, theories, 
hypotheses, rules, postulates, theorems, experiments, 
models, systems, paradoxes, equations, constants and 
other ideas that form the foundations of science’, 
(p.4).  There is a page, occasionally two, devoted to 
each.  The arrangement is chronological, but there is 
an index to help you find what you are looking for 
when unsure of the date.  Subjects include Fermat’s 
last theorem, the Coriolis effect, Pavlov’s theory of 
conditioned reflexes, the butterfly effect, Murphy’s 
law, special theory of relativity, the Doppler effect, 
Howard’s classification of clouds, Newton’s laws of 
motion, Mendel’s laws of heredity, Darwin’s theory 
of evolution, Brownian motion, Asimov’s three laws 
of robotics, and much, much more.  This is a very 
accessible, and easy-to-use little reference book, and 
a great browse too.

SCG

A woman in Berlin: diary 20 April 1945 to 22 
June 1945.- Virago, 2006.

This is a diary of a 34-year-old German woman 
journalist, now deceased, who refused to reveal her 
identity publicly.  It was not well received when first 
published in 1954, especially in Germany, as many did 
not wish to be reminded of the war, but now things 
are somewhat different with many people resorting 
to tell of their experiences.

The author had travelled in Russia before the war 
and could speak some Russian.  This helped her to 
communicate with the invading Russian forces and 
thus ensured her survival during those turbulent 
times.

The diary covers the period from late April to 
mid-June 1945, beginning with the Soviet bombard-
ment of Berlin and ending with the opening weeks 
of the Soviet occupation.  

At first the Russian troops were rather comical 
with their obsession for collecting watches, some-
thing they could not so easily obtain back at home, 
but later on the raping began.  The author’s own 
rape is told with an unsettling detachment, and this is 
how most of the women dealt with their lot.  It even 
became a communal topic amongst women then. 

It is the author’s vision that allows the reader to 
gain a glimpse of the tribulations facing the ordinary 

Berliners, mostly women, children and the elderly, 
during the siege and the early occupation of their 
city by the Red Army. 

The author is liberal in outlook, and delivers a very 
readable picture of an occupied German city in what 
can be regarded as a classic of war literature.

EB

 ADULT FICTION
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DRAKE, Nick
Nefertiti: the book of the dead.- Bantam, 2006.

The story evolves around Rai Rahotep, a ‘seeker 
of mysteries’, much like a private eye, who is given a 
mission to seek the missing wife of Egyptian pharaoh 
Akhenaten.

On the surface, Egypt is at the height of its power 
and prosperity, but underneath there is a power 
struggle.  Akhenaten and his wife, Nefertiti, have 
introduced an enlightened new religion, stripping 
the priests of their traditional authority and thus 
throwing the delicate balance of power in Egypt into 
confusion.  Many resent these revolutionary changes, 
and it is just before an important festival celebrating 
the new capital when Queen Nefertiti vanishes.

It is up to Rai Rahotep to find the missing queen 
in just ten days, or else he and his family could lose 
their lives.

A gripping read for readers who enjoy histori-
cal crime thrillers and even those who enjoy the 
Christian Jacq titles.  Who knows, this may even 
be the start of a new series featuring the Egyptian 
‘seeker of mysteries’ in further adventures. 

EB

 JUVENILE NON-FICTION
 JEUG VAKLEKTUUR
LEE, Donve
Great African artists.- Awareness Pub., 2006.

Great African artists is a new juvenile non-fiction 
series from local publishers, Awareness Publish-
ing.  It is a boxed set of ten library-bound volumes 
providing biographies and looking at the work of 
nine local artists, with one book per artist.  The art-
ists covered are: Willie Bester, Peter Clarke, George 
Pemba, William Kentridge, Bonnie Ntshalintshali, 
Noria Mabasa, Dumile Feni, Gail Catlin and Dan 
Rakgoathe.  Each book is well illustrated with numer-
ous reproductions of the author’s artworks.  The 
reader is prompted to think about the artwork, with 
the author, Donve Lee posing questions like: ‘What 
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strange things do you see in this picture?’  ‘How does 
the picture make you feel?’  ‘If you were an artist 
which lines in the drawing would you rub out?’  In-
cluded also are photographs from the author’s life as 
well as reproductions of works by other artists who 
have influenced the artist: for example, in the book 
on Kentridge there are works by Goya and Dumile 
Feni, in the one on Pemba a work by Renoir.  Each 
book includes a glossary, an index and a chronology 
of important dates in the author’s life.  Although 
there are between twenty and forty terms explained 
in each glossary, only those picked out in red are 
cumulated into the Art dictionary (the 10th volume 
in the set), where they are explained in more detail.  
Some examples of terms included are: colour wheel, 
Expressionism, gallery, collage, symbol, and exhibi-
tion.  This is a worthwhile series, not only providing 
useful information about local art and artists, but 
also presenting it in a way that is both attractive and 
accessible.

SCG
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BRISSON, Pat
I remember Miss Perry.- Dial Bks., 2006.

There are a number of picture books that broach 
the difficult topic of death and try to help young 
children come to terms with a bereavement.  Most 
deal with the loss of a family member, such as a 
grandparent, usually after an illness.  In this title, 
however, it is a favourite teacher who dies.  The first 
part of the story shows Miss Perry (whose eyes 
almost disappear when she smiles and who likes 
using the expression ‘my fondest wish’) and how 
well she and her class of young children interact.  
The announcement that she has been killed in a car 
accident comes as almost as much of a shock to the 
reader as to the characters.  But with the school 
handling matters in exemplary fashion, the children 
are told that it is fine for them to cry but are also 
encouraged to share happy memories of Miss Perry.  
The Canadian illustrator, Stephane Jorich, won the 
Governor General’s Award, the Canadian equivalent 
of the Caldecott, for a previous title.  His illustrations, 
in ink, watercolour and gouache, are perky, warm 
and charming.  The sensitive and informed handling 
of a challenging subject produces a book that blends 
joy and sadness in a way that is both realistic and 
positive. 

MJI

GEORGE, Lindsay Barrett
Inside mouse, outside mouse.- Greenwillow 
Bks., c2004.

Illustrations on facing pages show the parallel lives 
and activities of two mice, one living inside a house 
and the other outside in the garden, until they meet 
at the window.  The text is brief and simple, but 
the colour illustrations are rich and detailed.  The 
parallels are cleverly contrived yet realistic, as are the 
appealing little mice.  Exceptions to the realism are 
a final picture of the mice saying hello to each other, 
and the delightful little decorative illustration on the 
endpapers.  A skilfully-crafted picture book.

MJI

HORACEK, Petr
A new house for mouse.- Walker Bks., 2006.

Little Mouse discovers a big, juicy apple, but she 
cannot fit it through the entrance hole to bring 
it into her tiny home.  She decides she must find 
somewhere bigger to live and sets out in search of a 
new home, taking the apple with her.  Each time she 
finds a bigger hole, she also finds there is another 
animal living there already.  Meanwhile, she nibbles 
on the apple as she goes along till it is reduced to a 
core.  When she finally finds a smug, empty hole big 
enough for the now much smaller apple, it turns out 
to be her own original home.  The illustrations, which 
feature deep, rich colours, are very attractive, and 
peepholes are used to great effect to show alternat-
ing views from outside and inside the burrows.  This 
is a most appealing picture book.

MJI

McNAUGHTON, Colin
Captain Abdul’s little treasure.- Walker Bks., 
2006.

Captain Abdul and his pirate crew have to baby-sit 
the captain’s little son for several days, leading to 
some hilarious results.  Exuberantly comic colour  
illustrations depict tough, plug-ugly pirates - who 
turn out to be a lot more soft-hearted than they 
look.  This entertaining picture book is great fun.

MJI 

Note:  At the time of going to press, some of these titles 
were still on order.
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